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• Podcasting is a way to post and 
distribute multimedia files online.

• Generally a regular series of shows

• Content includes everything you can 
imagine
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• Multimedia
• 99% free
• Can be listened to on many platforms: 

desktop, laptop, handhelds, MP3 
players, cell phones

• Mobile
• Low cost to broadcast = cheap 

publishing platform and more content
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• National Public Radio
• MSNBC, ABC, CBS, CNN, ESPN
• Adam Curry 
• Your neighbors
• Museums
• Discovery Channel
• Colonial Williamsburg
• School administrators, teachers, and kids
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• Low cost publishing 
platform

• Mobile
• Delivers content 

“just in time” 
• Multimedia is highly 

engaging and 
addresses a variety 
of learning styles
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• We can use podcast to… 
– Differentiate!
– Extend!
– Remediate!
– Communicate!
– Engage!
– Motivate!
– Publish!
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• New York City Board of Education
• Los Angeles County Office of Education
• The Daily Idiom – Robert Diem – ESL 

teacher in Japan
• Radio WillowWeb – Tony Vincent –

Willowdale Elementary in Omaha, NE
• Virtual field trip – San Diego Zoo
• Video vocabulary
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• A device to listen or view
– Desktop or laptop computer
– Handheld computer
– MP3 player (iPod or other)
– Cell phone

• Internet access
• Software to listen or view
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• Good tools to get started - Hardware:
– Desktop computer
– Handheld computer

• Palm devices: Most need SD cards
• Windows Mobile devices

– MP3 player
• Good tools to get started - Software:

– Desktop
• Windows: Windows Media Player
• Mac: iTunes 

– Handheld
• Palm devices: RealPlayer
• Windows Mobile devices : Windows Media Player 
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• Convert from CDs
• Available online
• Record your own
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• Please respect other’s intellectual 
property and copyright

• Very simple on Windows XP with 
Windows Media Player 10 – just insert 
CD and follow instructions

• iTunes can also be used for this
• See www.k12handhelds.com/mp3 for 

more details

) � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � 	 
 � 


Podcast directories
• iPodder.org – www.ipodder.org
• Podcast.net – www.podcast.net
• Yahoo podcasts – podcasts.yahoo.com
• Podcast Directory –

www.podcastdirectory.com
• Podcast Alley – www.podcastalley.com

Note: These are not all child-appropriate. Make sure to screen 
carefully.
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• There are a variety of file formats for 
digital audio:
– MP3 – most common; works on all 

devices, compressed
– AAC – format used by Apple, compressed
– WMA – Microsoft format, compressed
– OGG – Open Source, compressed
– WAV – used on PCs; can be compressed 

or not

� � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � 	 � � 


• When you go to web pages with 
podcasts on them, you may see two 
types of links:
– RSS feed
– Links to actual files (MP3)
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• MP3 files
– On the desktop, just click to play
– To transfer to a device, save as and copy 

to device

• RSS feeds
– Need podcatching software
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• Podcatching software lets you 
“subscribe” to podcasts and then 
downloads them to your computer 
automatically

• Uses RSS feeds

• Good tools to get started
– Juice (formerly called iPodder)
– iTunes

� + +

• RSS – Real Simple Syndication
• Lets you “subscribe” to feeds
• Text, audio, and video

• Aggregates content so you don’t have 
to visit all the web pages individually

• If you see this, you are looking at XML
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Your MP3 
player or 
handheld Podcasts 

on the 
Internet

Desktop computer with: 

• Podcatchingsoftware (e.g. Juice)

• Media player sync software (e.g. Windows Media 
Player)
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• What you need:
– Content
– Recording hardware and software
– Editing software
– Hosting server
– RSS feed (optional)

• Good tools to get started: 
Audacity – audacity.sourceforge.net
FeedBurner - www.feedburner.com

( � 
 � � � 
 � � 


• Podcasting is quick and easy, but has 
enormous benefits for a variety of 
audiences:
– Students
– Teachers and administrators
– Parents and the community

• Go try it out!

• Q&A

Karen Fasimpaur
K12 Handhelds
email: info@k12handhelds.com

web: www.k12handhelds.com
phone: 800-679-2226

Thank you!


